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Agenda

• Digital transformation in the Nordic higher education
• Digital competence … for teachers and students
• Lessons learnt from the pandemic
• Some examples from teacher education at the University of Agder
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The Scandinavian HE landscape 

• Public
• Financial support
• Autonomy 
• Reforms 
• Mergers



Digital transformation in higher education in Scandinavia
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Solid digital infrastructure that support teaching and 
learning

Digital competence varies among faculty staff

Top-down; administrative led, less involvement of faculty 
staff except from early adopters



Professional Digital Competence for teachers  ‘PDC’ 

Aagaard &  Lund (2020)

generic digital competence, 

didactical digital competence, 

professionally oriented digital 
competence

transformative digital 
competence

…a complex and reciprocally interplaying set of 
resources—i.e., knowledge, skills and attitudes—
concerning teaching-and-learning with media and about 
media. The professional component includes the knowledge 
and skills related to the technological, pedagogical and 
content dimensions, as well as the attitudes (including 
beliefs, values, motivation and awareness) related to the 
digital world. 

Catteneo, Bononi, Rauseo, (2021)
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Digital competence & the covid19-pandemic: 
“Emergency remote online teaching” *

Figure 1. Emergency remote teaching. Source:  Zanazzi & Tømte, 2021
* Barbour et al., 2020
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Figure 2: Reported changes in digital competence among academic staff in Norwegian HEI’s 2020. Source: Solberg et al., 2021.  



Digital competence in higher education

“The review indicates that most university 
students and teachers have a basic level of 
digital competence. 

Besides, the institutions of higher education are 
encouraged to focus on the development students 
and teachers’ digital competence, create relevant 
learning strategies and use appropriate tools to 
improve the quality of education.” 

Zhao et al, 2021



The development students’ and 
teachers’ digital competence

Tales from teacher education at UiA



Tales from teacher educators at UiA (i) 
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Local platforms and network: website & blog International platform: TTI eTwinning



Tales from teacher educators at UiA (ii) 
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And now?
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• How can HEIs foster and further develop 
teachers’ experiences with emergency 
remote online teaching into professional 
digital competence for teachers? 

• Pedagogical change? Teacher oriented –
student oriented teaching?
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Thank you!
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